
Opposition Restates Its Position on Foreign Relations

The people of Gibraltar know the truth is that the GSD Opposition and its Leader have roundly
condemned  the  actions  and  threats  of  the  Spanish  PP Government  and  defended  the  British
jurisdiction of what are clearly and legally our waters in virtually every statement we have made.

None of this should, however, detract from the Leader of the Opposition’s attempts to persuade the
Government, and in particular the Chief Minister, to use more reasonable language when addressing
the current problem with Spain and not to inflame the situation unnecessarily or at critical junctures.
The GSD has no quarrel with the Gibraltar Government standing up to the Spanish Government but
it does take issue with the manner in which it is done. It is clear that the Government is incapable of
handling the current situation in an intelligent and effective way.

Indeed,  the  Chief  Minister  continues  to  whip  up  nationalistic  feelings  in  Gibraltar  against  his
political opponents in order to hide his own lack of judgment and responsibility for his contribution
to the current crisis with Spain.

These have included allowing the Minister for the Environment to tear up the 1999 Agreement in a
statement (of all  places) made on Facebook and without having anything to take its place. The
reality is that this plunged Gibraltar into an unprecedented crisis by playing directly into the hands
of the Spanish Government. Then it took the Gibraltar Government 18 months to announce that it
was to change the law to allow fishing with EU compliant nets. If the Gibraltar Government had
done so earlier, as we had repeatedly called them to do, then the situation may well have been
different. At the very least it would have prevented Spanish Fishermen from making common cause
with the Spanish Government.

It is of note that every time we made the call for the Nature Protection Act to be amended to allow
fishing with EU compliant nets, we were criticised by the Gibraltar Government with jibes that “EU
compliant nets” were just a euphemism for “Spanish nets”. It is no wonder that the Government
took almost six months to publish the Fishing Report with absurd excuses that it  needed to be
formatted.  The  reality  is  that  the  report  does  not  recommend  any  amendments  to  the  Nature
Protection  Act  to  allow  fishing  with  nets  and  the  decision  to  do  so  is  a  political  one  by  the
Government, unassociated to any environmental concerns.

Likewise, the laying of concrete blocks in the month of August, at the height of the tourist season,
was a monumental lack of judgment that also played into the hands of the Spanish PP Government.
Of course, the GSD Opposition has condemned the actions of the PP Government, which cannot be
justified, and of course we had the right to lay those blocks in our waters. However, we do question
the judgment of a Chief Minister that allows those blocks to be laid in circumstances where it was
obvious it would be seized upon by the Spanish Government to cause considerable damage to this
community. There are bigger and more important fish to fry for this community than protecting fish
in our waters, such as protecting our tourism product, the Finance Centre, the Gaming industry and
businesses in Main Street and elsewhere. Successful stewardship of the affairs of Gibraltar have
always depended on not giving our opponents opportunities (however unjustified) to cause this
community damage in areas which we depend upon economically and for jobs.

The Chief Minister has also said that the Leader of the Opposition has stated that he would remove
the blocks. The Leader of the Opposition has said nothing of the sort. On the contrary, he said he
would not remove the blocks under pressure or duress from Spain, or anyone else, but he did not
agree with statements like “hell would freeze over before they were removed” made by the Chief
Minister because, for example, you should not rule it out as part of a wider settlement in Gibraltar’s
national interests that safeguard the security and stability of BGTW, however unlikely that appears
to be.
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The Chief Minister, much like his party machinery, has also attempted to deflect the criticisms of
part of his UN speech. The reality is that his comments came weeks before he was due to hold talks
with the Spanish Government to try and resolve current problems and have been interpreted by
virtually  the  entire  political  class  in  Spain  as  an  attack  on  the  Spanish  nation.  He  has  single
handedly managed to unite the entire political class and media against Gibraltar, weeks before “ad
hoc” talks. It was totally unnecessary at this juncture, however justified the comments may have
been. We also feel it was a massive error of judgment to have the SDGG travel with him, at public
expense, to deliver a speech condemning the Spanish Government of terrorism.

Finally,  the  Chief  Minister  states  that  the Leader  of  the Opposition is  the  only leader  to  have
criticized the speech of a Chief Minister at the UN. He has obviously conveniently forgotten the
criticisms leveled by the then Leader of the Opposition, Joe Bossano, on the position taken by Sir
Peter Caruana, the then Chief Minister, at the UN.



Government Distorts Leader of Opposition’s Statement on Spain

The GSD has today said that the Government cannot continue to equate the comments it may make
of their handling of the current crisis with Spain, with criticisms of Gibraltar. They are not the same.

The GSD warns our community against the clearly manipulative way in which the Government has
attempted to distort what the Leader of the Opposition has said in his statements and sees this as
another example of a Government more interested in distortion and manipulation than substance.

The fact is that the GSD and its Leader, Daniel Feetham, have criticised the Spanish Government
for their  recent campaign against Gibraltar  on numerous occasions describing that campaign as
immoral, unjustified and illegal. It repeats the same point today especially in the light of the recent
actions at the frontier.

The Spanish campaign cannot, however, be used a mantra to stifle the Opposition. The Leader of
the Opposition has expressed a view of Mr. Picardo’s handling of the situation at a time when he
claims to be trying to agree ad-hoc talks with Spain to resolve a situation that is affecting not only
businesses but the lives of ordinary people.

The GSD and the Leader of the Opposition will not be silenced from advocating a calm, mature and
intelligent  approach to  this  crisis.  If  Mr.  Picardo thought  more  carefully about  his  actions  and
statements  before  he  made  them,  he  would  not  now  be  doing  a  u-turn  on  allowing  Spanish
Fishermen to fish over a year and a half after he allowed the 1999 Agreement to be torn up on
Facebook without any plan B whatsoever.

The GSD has a proven track record of standing up to Spanish harassment and bullying whilst at the
same time advocating dialogue that is safe and reasonable. That track record produced results and
the party notes, for example, how a number of years ago its former leader, Sir Peter Caruana, was
lambasted by the GSLP-Liberal party machinery for entering into the Cordoba Agreement, which
Mr. Picardo described in Washington barely two weeks ago as “very positive”. Indeed, to suggest,
as Dr Garcia does, that the GSD is giving up on the trilateral process is absurd, and shows how
unreliable GSLP-Liberal political spin really is.

In any event, judging by recent events, in our view this Government would have been incapable of
creating the right circumstances to pave the way for the Trilateral Forum of Dialogue which they
now so hanker for.
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